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our Saviour has done 


The next was to unite us amongſt our 


and 1 n us all. 


A a . The 


And above all theſe Things, put on 
Charity, 1 is 11 A 1 


IT A IHE felt no” prividjet 
JED Deſign of the Goſpel 
Diqenſation was, to re- 
LIENS concile us to God. This 


Fes r 8 
by he Blood of bis Croſs. Cot 


ſelves, that as we are call'd in one Hope Eph. Iv.4 : 
of our Calling, ſo there might be -but ow. - 
Body and one Spirit, in the Chriſtian 
Church, under one Head, even Cbriſt, wWbo 
is the fold Maſter and 15 worver to Chri- 
ſtians; one Lord, under 2 050 and Father 
of all, who 15 above all, and Mey all, 


8 
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| 17, 18. fore his Cr ucifixion he nb Holy Fa- 


Ein They exhort us, 0 be all of one 


ſignof the Golpel; both our Saviour, a 
his Apoſtles, have been very fi equent, an 

earneſt, 
them mindful of is Duty, Qur Lord 
has made ago ar an litin guiſhing 


Wied 3 one Ne to him, th t we 
. 9 Ae 5 Jag 


he to his 12 when he Was 


Je love one another, as I have laved you, that 
a 35 alſa love one another. By this ſha | 


21. 4 hat they. all may be one, as thou 
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2 | 


1 5 uniting of Chriſtians in Lows 
0 Affection, . nh thus one main De- 


in their ery ng to keep 


N alen 
his Leave of them, give T unto you, that 


know that ye are my Diſciples, if. ye Have 
Love one to another. And a gain juſt be- 


ther, keep through thine own Name, thoſe 
_ whom thou haſt given me, that they may be 
one, as Wwe are. And a little farther he 


Fuber art in me, and 15 in thee, that the 
| alſo may be one in us, | 
The Apoſtles alſo of our. Lad do 
Se in their Writings, in the moſt 
pathetical manner, preſs this Duty upon 


M ind; 


h, Brad of Mer- 
540 Mind, . 


WEL 


= ] Het bids. us Sh rein - hom tht i 10 xiv. 15 3 


in peg ene — 1 N 1 
elves, And that if we have Faith, we 223 
2 d have it to our ſelves before God, nod - 7 
ur walk, ſo uncharitably, as to deſtroy bam 15 
vy making a rigid indiſcreet ule of out 
0 Liberty, for whom Chriſt died. Let us ug! 
& there ſore, ſays he, follow, after the T _ 
n | which make. for Peace, and I hings we. 

ne with . edefy mother, 56 


or 
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If from theſe Precepts of Chriſt and 


n Apoſtles, we ſhould make an Enqui- 
1 it has been the Practice of the 
Church upon them, it would give us 
daut too juſt an Occaſion to lament the 
EY degenerate State of b e That 
Peace, and Love, and Unity, 
ſo earneſtly recommended, and yet ſo 
üttle regarded. I need not put you in 
mind of the many Quartels and Conten- 
tions among Chriſtians in former Apes, 
and in diſtant Countries; how they have 
= vex'd and perſecuted each o- 
_ ther, upon the Account of their diffe- 
rent Opinions about ſpeculative Points, 
Which have been Circumſtantial only, and 
not Eſſential to their Religion. The 
preſent Quarrels and Peck amongſt our 
ſelves, and the many Sects, and Parties, 
and different Communions, Into which 4 
we are divided, are ſufficient to ſhame 
Us; and oupht 1 to put all wiſe and good 
5 Men upon endeavouring to find out ſome 
odr other Chriſtian and prudent Methods 
of wing Us; that, how different ſo- 
ever our private Sentiments may be, in 
5 det and abſtruſe Points of Revela- 
tion, 
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ould be 
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Bond of Union among Chrifttans. 3 
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II. The Inſufficiency of all other Me- ö 


tion, Or in what is not neceſſary in Religi- 
on, we may all however, agree in Chari- 
ty, and Brotherly Affection, and mutual 
orbearance; and, if poſhble, join to- | 
gether | in Chriſtian Communion, ad 
with one Mind, and one Mouth, glorify wv. 6: 


| God, eren the Father of our Lord Jas 


The Direction of the Apoſtle in my 
Text, would go a great way, if truly 
comply'd with, to accompliſh this great 
End; for if we had more Charity, and 
leſs Pride, We ſhould have a regard to | 
other Mens Judgments as well as our e ?- 
and think it as reaſonable that their Eaſe, |! 
and Satisfaction, and Happineſs ſhould — | 
be conſulted by Them, as our own is by | 
Us. Charity would dictate thus ; and 

therefore the Appoſtle ſays, it is the Bond : 
, Perfecineſs ; | at is, the moſt perfect 


1 hall beg leave to illuſtrate this Point 
ore fully, by repreſenting to you, in 


thods to preſerve Peace and Unity = 


% 


III. Thhillexhottyouto © 


Il. J can ew, How proper Mutuel 
i 99185 is to accom 1 bre 
and good x: and howe wh ally 


FC Firft then 1 am to rep reſe ſent to 


000 00 preſerve Peace and Unity atme 
Chriſtians. fee 


been. in all Ages of 
Variety of 
r 
gion, 15 acktiowledg'd on 41 Hands. And 


Parts of Divine Revelation; or 
will be fond, and zealous, and 92 5 ing i 
of their oαναN Speculations, in dif ot: 
Points and Matters not reveal'd ; © 
long as Men are endow'd with- different 
_— Affections, ae Kh and 
Capacities; or have different k 
Education, and more or leſs Oporti 
nities of ſearching after and coming to 
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it © Boo do it it. And laftl lg " 
U ith 


the Injunction . ur FW le, 9 
pn un G, and ſhall offer ſome 
few Direclions in order to 15 it 


I. The Inſufficient Fre all other TT, 


That there are # p ſent, and have 
he Church, 15 

nions, and diffeten it Tad 

atters relating to Out Kl 


of 


long as there is any Oh in at 
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| th 


different Perſuafions, and variety of 
nifeft, from the Precepts of the Goſpel, 


the Knowledge of the Truth; it is im- 
poſſible, in theſe Circumſtances, to avoid 


Judgments amongſt Men. And it is ma- 
and the Injunctions of Holy Scripture, : : 


t that the Chriſt an Religion 18 not ground- of 
cd upon any Suppoſition, that it ſhould | 


\ | be &herwyſe. On the contrary, it inſtructs 


9 Us, how we ought to behave our Selves 
" towards each other in theſe Circum- 


neſs, with Lon ſulfering, Forbearing one 


B 


Our 


another in Love; endeavouring to keep the 
Unity o, the Spirit, notwithitanding any 
Diverity of Judgment, in the Bd of 


Thus Differences in Opinion among 
Chriſtians, in Matters not Eſſcutial to their 
Religion, but concerning Circumſtanti- 
als only, either iri Doctrine or Worſhip, _ 
being very conſiſtent with Sincerity, anda 
Love of 17h, they may be on both Sides, 
in ſome Meaſure innocent, and in ſome 
off Degree wmavoidable ; and conſequently 
they ought not to make any Breach in 


| ſtances, not to bite and devour one another, Galat. v 


but to walk with all Lowlineſs and Meck- x;hecd; | 


2, 3 6 
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our Brotherly Love and Chriſtian Charity, 


And much leſs ought they to be the Oc- 


cation of Hatred and Ammoſitzes, and of 


denymg Commumnon to one another; or of 


: breaking the Bonds of Civil Society, by 


inflicting Pimiſbments upon each other, 
| John. iv. 


and, like theJewsand Samaritans, having 


110 Deal; ings one with another. Theſe Pracli- 
ces certainly are highly criminal, and ſuch 
as no Pretences to a better Underſtanding 


than our Neighbours can juſtify. 


Nou if we enquire what Methods have 


uſually been taken to prevent this Diver- 
tity of Opinions among Chriſtians, and 


thoſe evil Conſequences attending them; 


We ſhall find they have been chiefly theſe 

Three that follow: All of them of Hu 
man Vivention, and all of hee and 
= N And, 


1.) One Scheme for this End; has 
ü been to ſet up a Magiſterial Fudge of Con- 


OO troverſics, , whoſe infallzble Judgmentall pri- 
e Chriſtians muſt ſubmit to, and im- 
FPlicitly acquieſce in. The Promoters of 
tmhis Expedient for Unity among Chriſti- 

ans, have been at a loſs to make it ap- 


pear. from Sz „ that our Saviour 


Chriſt 


— i e (TO * 1 - 


UA 


* 


nie | 

Chriſt has actually conſtituted any ſuch 
judge upon Earth; and upon this Ac- 
count they have very much differ'd a- 
mong themſelves, where they ſhould 
place him; whether in the Chair of a 


particular See, or at the Head of a Gcuc- 


ral Council. And the Reſult of all their 
Arguments on this fide the Queſtion, a- 
mounts to no more than this, That they 
conclude there i ſuch a Judge, becaule, 

in their Opinion, it is highly fitting and 

neceſſary there ſhould be ſuch a one. Mi- 5 


— * 
* b 8 OO —-— —— ny nee —— _ - —— | 


| ſtaking all along the Nature o f the Cheri. ; 3 8 = 


ſtian Religion, as if it were neceſſary 


; | every Member of the Catholick Church — | 


| ſhould agree in every particular Opinion, 
or that there could be 20 other Bond of 

Unity without it. 1 
Hut to leave the Theory of this Di- 


P ute | - ſhould we gr ant. the A dverſary, . 8 


what is by no Means true, and what there- 


fore he can have no Right to claim, or 


Reaſon to imagine, an Inſallible Chair. 
Yet if we conſult Fa upon it, that alone 
will ſhew how ineffectual this Expedi- 


| all Pretenſious to ſupport it. For do we 


ent has been, and is ſufficient to delftroy 


B 2 not 


ASERMON preachd 
not find, in ſuch Countries, where the 
Diclates of this Chair are pretended to 
be receiv'd, even as the Oracles of Gad, 
that there are as many different Opinions, 
and warm Diſputes, and malicious Proſe. 
cutiont, and unchriſtian Auimoſſties, about 


Matters, both as little and as great, as 


its Amthortty is rejected? It is manifeſtly 


ſo. And therefore whatever, either 
Shame, or Guilt, is due to Chriſtians, 
for their Treating each other with fo 
much Unchantableneſs and Barbarity upon 
the Account of their different Sentiments, 
as they have all in general but too much 
of this Kind to anſwer for, yet the Ad- 
Hherers to this Chair, muſt bear an equal 
Hare of the Burden of it, with thoſe who 


| 
{ 
{ 
there are in any of thoſe Places where I * 
6 
| 
{ 
: 


proteſt againſt it. So that if the Experi- I a 
once of a 1houſand Jears may quality us Ip 
o judge of a proper Expedient to deter- 
nne Controverſies in Religion, and to o 


uns, we have Reaſon to give it againſt this 
imaginary Eſtabliſhment of a Magiſterial 


preſerve Peace and Unity among Chriſti- 


_— 


| before the KING. 
2.) Another Scheme for this pur 


- contrivd by Perſons who — 
thought the former both Unwarrantable 


1 


and Inſufficient, has been, for ſome of 
the chief „Ae of the Church to a- 


gree upon a Set of Principles, and have ; 
them | eſtabliſh'd as trac Doclrines by 
Publick Authority ; and then to require 


every Member of the Community, tho“ 
perhaps not inwardly to believe them, yet 


to forbear either Jreaking or writing a- 
gainſt them. 


Now this Expedient, how well lo- 7 
ever it may be calculated to preſerve 


Peace among Chriſtians, is thought to 


be built upon a Foundation ſomewhat 
injurious to Truth, which may upon this 


foot be fore d to give way to groſs Errors. | 
and abominable Corruptions. For ſhould it | 
pleaſe God to permit, either Jnquzity io 


be eſlabliſb d by a Law, or the Gover nours — 
of Chriſt's e. ae to be & cally; and nd 


voujly miſtaken, which the Supporters 1 


ths Expedicar muſt ſuppoſe poſſible, even 


upon their own Principle, that there is 
no inft allible Authority 1 in the Church; ; ſup- 


poling this Cale, I tay * that Er or ſouldt 


ever 
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ever get the Aſcendum over Truth, what 
poffible Means would there be left to 
work a Reformation? The Profeſſors of 
true Religion muſt by this way be kept 
ever under a Cloud; and the cleareſt 


wich Truth it ſelf can convey to the 
Mind of Man, muſt truckle and ſubmit 
to irreſiſtible Authority. But ſure thu 
cannot be a proper Expedient for Peace, 
Of ere! which is manifeſtly deſtructive of Trath ; 
Jann viii. for Peace and Truth ought to kiſs each 6. 
bi | ates xl ther. And it muſt be to promote the In- 
I i tereſt of the Father of Lies, and the Enc- 
my of all Riohteouſneſs, to oblige Men 
to make Proſeſſm of ſuch Doctrines as 
u, which they believe in their Conſci. 
if ences tobe otherwiſe. But laſtly, 
.) There has been one other Scheme 
3 ſet on foot to preſerve Unity in the 
Church; but 'tis ſuch a one, that no one 
1 who was a Murderer from the Be 
ginnivg, conld have ſuggeſted, the Deſtro- 
| wg all thoſe whoare of a different Opt 
pinion from what ſhall be Eitabliſh'd. 
This indeed is a Method, were it con- 
8 Rantly and univerfally practis 'd, would 
| effectu- 


Light, and the ſtrongeſt Arguments, 
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Gre the KING. 0 
abe do the . E; but then, atthe 
{ame Time, it would pang Bu King 
doms, and lay waſte whole Provinces, 
and perhaps i in the End, bid fair for the _ 
} Þ Deſtruction of Mankind. Hiſtory well 
informs us what: tragical hee 
e Principle has occaſion d in the Chriſtiasn 
it World. Thouſands of innocent Lives 
have been ſacrificed to it in France, in 
2 Ttaly, in the Low-Comntrics, and in theſe 
; Kingdoms ; the Particulars. of which 
;. | het ind Barbarities, ſhould they 3 
„ here diſtinctly related, they muſt needs — 
e- © aftoniſh, and chill the Blood of, ene 5 
nHearer. 3 
But we have not ls Tins Choi, or re „% 
1 Wen taught by ſuch inbumanc Arts as 
I theſe, to propagate his Goſpel, and en- 
ne lage his Kingdom. He himſelf 1 
ne told us that the Sn of Man did not come Luke ix. | 
ne I deſtray Men's Lives, but to ſave them; "Mn 
- And therefore we cannot but know, what — 
= they themſelves do not, what manner of 55. 
Spurit ſuch Perſons are of, who are for 
calling Fire from Heaven, to conſume all thoſe oa: 
who difter from them ; ; and think the 
w of Hereticks the propereſt Method 


to reclaim them. TRIS 


4 non pregel'd 
Thus every Expedient of this Kind, 


which Human Invention has found out 
for the uniting of Chriſtians, has prov'l 
either inſufficient in it ſelf, injurious to 

Truth, or deſtructive of the Ha 
and Comfort of Mankind in Civil Socie- 


ty; upon which Account, we may fafely 


pPinek; 


conclude all, and each of them, te he 


urtterly inconſiſtent with the Divine Will 
Which brings me to confider in the next 


place, what Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 


| dirested to this Purpoſe. Or to ſhew, 


I. How proper mutual Charity is to 

- accompliſh this great and good End, 
and how efſectually it would do it. 
Of all the Virtues in the Chriſtian Cata. 


ago we find none either fo frequently 


__ recommended, or ſo highly extold, a 
 Gal.v.14, that of Charity; *Tis ſaid in Scripture, to 
1 e the e Le, and to be the End «| 


the Commandment, and that "tis the wart 
of this, or the ſwerving from it, which 


5. makes Men turn aſide unto vain Targlin 


Tis a Principle that muſt run through al 
our Duty, and that will direct and lead 


As to every Branch of it; For Lo 
1 © ret h no ill to | bis ; Neighbor 3 and al 


the 


ww. wn % : am 


* S5 ne 
— —— 


fee te KI NG. 17 


the kind Actions that flow towards him 


will produce no good to our ſclves, or find 


any Acceptance with God, unleſs they are 


feafon'd and ſanctify d with this Chriſtian 


Diſpoſition; For, 7 10 e tho Ii 


Thave all Faith, ſo that I could remove Moun- = 
jams, and have no Charity, I am Nothing. 
And again, Charity never faileth; but whe- 
tber there be Prophcſtes, 8 they ſhall : fail 1 
whether there be Lol gucs, they ſhall ceaſe; 
whether there be Knowledve, it ſhall vaniſh op- 


beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and give © 
my Body to be burn d, and have not Charity, 
it profiteth me nothing. Nay, he prefers 
this Grace before even the miraculous Gifts = 
of the Spirit; %% I ſpeak, ſays he, wth 
| the Tongue of Men and Angels; And th 
I have the Gift of Propheſy, and underſtand = 
| all, Myſteries, and all Knowwledoe ; And tb 


away. And ſo he concludes, Nvw a- z 


"-- 8th a 


bideth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three, but 


the greateſt of theſe is Chavity. 


a Diſpoſition of Mind, that has fo exalted 
an Encomium, as the fore- mention d, 
pafs'd upon it, by an infpired Apoſtle; 
were it tix'd W in the Heart, as 


. Came ou 


Þ  parate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the un- 


— — — , ] —＋Ä2—Ws. , e ͥ , ⏑ Ca — 
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- 
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it ought to be, of every Chriſtian ? 
There is one thing, indeed, of ſo odi- 
ous and frightful a Nature, that Charit) 

1 ſelf ought not to be reconcild to; 
and that is, Sm; Practices that are di- 
rectly contrary to the plain Precepts of 
the Goſpel, and the Injunctions of our 
2 Cor. Bleſſed 1 5 Ihbere wr. be es 
I. 14, oy of Righteouſneſs, with Unrighteou|- 
„ neſs * yore 4 1 5 Kits 1 

iz, neſo. For what Concord hath Chriſt, with 
HhHelial? or what part hath he that Believ- 

Ti 16, el h, with an Infidel ? And what Apree- 
ment buth the lemple of God, with Idols? 
Jaeolatry, and Sin, muſt upon all Occati- 
ons be ſhunn d by every Chriſtian. No 
Compliances muſt be ſubmitted to, that 
would involve us in the Guilt of theſe 
Tranſgreſſioms. For, ſays the Scripture, 
from among them, and be ye ſc- 


clean Thing, and I nll receive you. 


= But as for ſome Differences in Opini- 


on, among, Chriſtians, in ſmaller Mar- 
ters, theſe ſure may be brought within 


the reach of our muual Chart, and may 


be either heal'd, or overlook'd, by our 


2 2 
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Forbearing one another in Love. Variety of 


judgments in theſe Points, is not of that 

Conſequence, either to chats or Us, as 

that we ſhould raiſe Animoſities about it, 

and put odious Marks of Diſtinction up- 

on each other, or avoid each other's So- 

ciety and Communton, 3 living i mn Malice, 

and Envy, hateful, and hating o one Another. 

Tiere can be no Argument drawn, bare- 

ly from Brethren's differing in their Opi- 

nions, to juſtify theſe Proceedings ; td  Þ 

therefore *tis our common Duty, to let ri. * J 

Charity put an End to them. They — 

muſt be bra a very malignant Nature, if ſo 

ſoveraign a Remedy: as' this cannot ſtop 

the Diſorder; For hear how far we. eh 

Apoſtle extends it; Chart  ſuffereth long, xi. * 

and ts kind, Charity enveth not: Charity) 

vaunteth not it | fa. 16 nor Pu fed up. Dub | 

not behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſecketh not ber 

own, 1s not cafily provoked, thinketh vw 

Evil. FKejoyccth not in Truquity, Date © | 
eeth ; in the 1. ruth.” | Beareth all things, 7. 

hevth all things, boßeth all things, en- 

dureth all that” Now what Diſp putable N 

| Opmmmsare there to be met with engl 8 
-riftians, but what, as ſuch, may, upon 


T 2 this | 
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| this charitable extenſive Principle, be to- 
3 lerated and born with ? Every Thought 
| whictt is conſiſtent with Sncerity and Vir. 
u, is conliſtent with the Liberty of the 

| Chriſtian Religion ; and ought not there 
fore, upon its Religious Account, to ex- 
| poſe the Perſon, in whoſe Breaſt it is 
found, either to inward Hatred, or out. 
JJC 
Ihus mutual Charity, and that alone, 

is comprehenſive enough to unite the dit- 
fering Sentiments of Chriſtian Brethren. 
And lince it is impoſſible all their Thoughts 
ſhould exactly run in the ſame Channel, 

| it will appear, that this is the gt fit and 
proper Bond of Unity for them, if we car- 
try in our Minds thele three Reflections. 
..) Thai no Man can belp his own 
O eeinion, or ſo command his own Judg- 
muteent, as to Think what he pleaſes, For 
| the Underſtanding follows not the Wilh. 
but the Will the Underitanding. Our 
Conceptions of Things will be ſuch as 
the Evidences of them appear to Us, and 
as our Capacities can receive them; And 
therefore the Man, who, in the utmoſt 
Sincerity of his Soul, uſes all the n 


* 3 ; 
WERE: r _— R 
* 
e 


of er from our own, becauſe it is pothble, : 


15 Wy be 1 in the Ngbt, and We Dy : 
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| he has in his Power to inform his hdg. a 
ment aright, as to the Truth of Things, 
| cannpt poſſibly incur any Gut, however 
his Thoughts Happen to be determin d. = 
uman Abilities do more? 
Such a Man's Conſcience muſt be innocent, 
however his Fudgment may be miſtaken. = 
How reaſonable then multi it be, for the 
Affections of common Brethren to be 
united in Charity, when their different 
5 al ber ſions of Things gs may be on both 
Sides unavoidable * ? And how abſurd an 
Attempt it is, to force a Belief of Truh? 
And how mk a Praclice, to puniſh In- 9 
voluntary Error 2? [ will leave this Refledi- 
on upon you in the Words of a famous = 
Writer; © I am ſure, ſays he, Gol does Chilling: | 3 
© not, and therefore Man ought not to re- 
| =—__ more of any Man, than to Believe 
ct 


For what can 
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wort 


e Seripture to 1 9 the Word of God, 2 


© to endeavour to find out the true Senſe : 
F of it, and to live according r 


2.) It is highly fit and reaſonable, 


That Charity ſhould be extended raters oo 


ſuch of our Br ethren whole Opinions dif- 0 5 


22 ASnxmoN preach'd 
1 be in the N fung. This Argument, in- 
1 deed, will loſe its Force upon ſuch Chri- 
ftians, who pleaſe themſelves with a 
Fancy, that they have got Liſalibilit) on 
their Side. There is no arguing upon 
that Suppofition. But to Perſons Who 
are 295 that all Human Judgment 
is liable to Error, it muſt appear in its 
full Strength; arid will preſs hard for 
FM Charity towal ts Others, 125 it meets but 
with a tolerable Degree of Modeſty and 
—_ in our ſelves, If we will not 
let other Mens Thoughts run as freely 
as our own, we ſhall be as likely to eſta- 
bliſh Error, as ſet up Truth; And may, 
pPeioſfſibly, in our Zeal againſt the Powers 
"AG v. of Darkneſs, be im reality found, to tub 
Ts "gant God. Again, Laſtly, 
ll (3. Charity is a Debt due to our Bre- 
= _ thren who differ from us, tho” we are 
euer fo certain of their being in the 
ll. V rong; becauſe the bac Opinions of 2 
. _ thers, can. never but Us. We can re- 
ceive no Damage, either! in our Tempo- 
Il ral or Spiritual Concerns, from the mi- 
taken Speculations of other Men, in 


1s Toints of Religion. If any Wy | 


** 
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ill Conſequences flow from them, which 
would affect the Welfare of Civil Socicty, 
tis the Buſineſs of good Government to 
prevent them; but Religious Opinions, 
as ſuch, affect x no Body but the Perſons 
who conceive them; who alone are to 
anſwer to God for the Regularity and Sa- 5 
cerity of them. V bo art thou, therefore, Rom.xiy | 
that judgeſt another Man's Srvan 2 lays n 
the Apoſtle, to bis on Maſter be ſtandet ß 
or falleth. Tis our wn Faith, and _ 
900 Lives, that we are auſwerable for, 

and that muſt juſtify us before God : 
And we ought, both in Juſtice and Cha- 
rity, to leave Others to their own Pru- 
dence and Conduct, in the Management 5 
of their Spiritual Concerns. 

Thus reaſonable is it, that Charity 
ould do, and thus it eitectually would do, 
what Force and Violence never can, VIZ. 
Unite the Hearts and Affections of Chri- 5 
ſtian Brethren, whoſe Perſwaſions hap-. 
pen to be different in ſome of the lejer, 
po- Points of Religion. And we may _ 

mi- Yay, agreeably to the Apoſtle in BE 
„in Text, as well as to the u. _ Scheme, 
ticalſhnd main Principles of our Holy Reli- - 

il gion, 


re- 
are 


: 
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24 ASERrMON preachd 
Jion, that That is the nuſt perfect Cm. 
munity of Cbriſtians, not which makes a 
rigid Profeſſion of the trueſt Doclrinal 
Syſtem, but which has the moſf extenſive 

| Charity towards their Fellow Chriſtians 

of a different Perſwafion. Let me there- 
fore take the Liberty, in the laſt Place, 
III. To exhort all that are here pre- 
ſent, to comply with the Apoſtle's 


Iojunction in my Text, and put on 


Cuban); and likewiſe to offer ſome 
den ſhort Diredlions in order to pro 


mote lt. 


I might make uſe of many Topicks 
of Perſwaſion to exhort you to this Duty 

of putting on Charity; but I ſhall chuſe to 
recommend this Chriſtian Diſpoſition to- 
wards ſuch who differ in their Opinions 
from Us, by 3 your Thoughts 
bheſe two principal Conſiderations. 
̃1.) That leaving Mankind to a free 
and unreſtrain d Liberty in the framing 
of their Judgments and Opinions of 


Things, would be of great Service to 


the Intereſt of Inab, and the Purity of 
the Chriſtian Religion. *Tis Error only 


and Miſtake, that is afraid of a full and 
e " kan 


d 


c 
0 
[3 


Nia 


299% » Moira 


« 


- 
- 
th 
8. 


ruth; ſo would it effectually ſecure the 


traction and Confuſion which the Chri- 
1 1 „„ 


(2.) As an univerſal Charity amongſt 
Brethren ,whoſe Opinions differ from each 
ther, would be highly advantagegus to 


- 


2 2, b r 
It wants nothing 


an finds, in his purſuitof Truth, 


keace and Quiet of Civil Society: Which 
another Conſideration proper to recom- 
end it. It is not the Diverſity of Men's 
Ppinions, in Matters of Religion, that W 

xen, in it ſelf, the Occaſion of that Di- 


an Nan World has hitherto groan d under; 


— EagSs 
„4 — emma — — 
—— — 


„ —ů ö- 


STO. he regards the Intereſt of true Religion 
and the Welfare of Civil Society, put u 
Charity himſelf, and uſe his utmoſt Endei 


vours in his Pos Station, to inſtil the 0 
Sos eie lame 


„5 a peach 


But it has been the Manner of treating 
Mens Perſons without Charity and dit bon 


Mercy, upon this account, Wat has caus' 


theſe Diſorders. ' On the contrary, let 
there be but a Foundation laid, o Secu, 
rity to Men, that they ſhall not be Sul, 
ferers in their Temporal Concerns, upon 
the account of their Religious Perſwafions 


and there would be an End at once of 


all theſe Diſturbances. This would unite 
Men in Love and Affection, promote 
good Neighbourhood, and take away ali 
Strife about Superiority, and the Pre- emi. 
nence. And thus would Governments be 
ſtrengthen dand have no occaſion to ſtribe 
in with the Humours of Pane 15 
ties. But all good Subjects equally fin 
ing their e e 
Safety preſery d, in the fame Government, 
would with Chearfulneſs and Unanimity 
0 ſupport, what all were eaſy ; and fatisfy' 


wu in. 


5 promoted, and their 


Let every Chriſtian therefore, both 


„same good Principle into Others; that 
Differences in Opinion among common 
Brethren, may no longer divide their 
Affections; or caute them to treat each 
other as Enemies. And I ſhall ſhut up 
this Diſcourſe by hinting a few ſhort 
Drrechons, which I conceive may be ſer- 
viceable to this End. The 1/t is, 

1. To bring a Simplicity of Mind a- 
long with us in all our Religious Di- 

| ſputes, and hot to let corrupt Paſſions or 
Intereſts intermix themſelves in theſe 
Debates. If a Love of 17uth had been 
the only Motive, which had carry'd 
Men into Religious Controverſies, it is 
probable the World would have been 
much 4e troubled with them than it has 
been. But ſecular Intereſts and worldly 
Views have been carry'd on under this 
Pretence, and have been the true and 
real Occation of theſe Contentions. It 

{ would be bur an eat) Matter, to fer- 
on bear, and forgive, the bare different Per- 
aims of other; tis their interfering 
with Us in Matters of another Nature, 
that gives birth to our Quarrels, wi- 
dens our Breaches, and enflames our 


VW 
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Be „ We find it turns to our own 
Account, to keep others in Diſrepute ; 
and this ſpurs us on to render their 

Character odious, and to give them no 

Quarter. Either we are addicted to ſome 
Party, whoſe Intereſt, right or wrong, 

| muſt be promoted; or our Credit is 
concern'd io. maintain ſome Tenets we 
have eſpous d; or unde: we want to 
be reveng d of ſome 
who have been the Occaſion of our re- 

| ceiving ſome. Ws ry or Diſad- 
vantage. Theſe 

are but too often at 4 bottom of our 

I Diſputes. And therefore, till We can 

il  diveft our Minds of them, we muſt ex- 
pect to be aluays, urangling g and never 
at Peace with each other. 


2. Another Means to e our 


e Contentions and Animoſities about Reli- 


gion would be, to uſe our ſelves to di. 


TR ſtinguiſn between what i 15 neceſſary, and 
what is not neceſſary in it; between Mat- 
ters of Faith, and Matters of Opinion; 

and not ſtickle with an e equal Zeal and 
Farneſtneſs for both. This, would take 


off a great deal of that Fewel, en 
the 


erſon, or Perſons, | 


and- ſordid Ends 


fore. the KING. 
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4 

the Faſſions of Men blow up into a 

Flame, and thereby diſturb the Peace, 
and rape the 5 of Society. 
JC 


They are the private Notions of Men, and 


„are generally the Subject of theſe Di- 
s I ſputes. And 'tis the impoſing theſe Opi- 
e mons of ſome, as neceſſary Doclrines upon 

o atbers, that creates all our Quarrels, and 
„ever muſt produce Oppoſition. Where- 
Jas, let but Men have a free Libeny, as 


not the plain Truths of the Goſpel, which 


they ought, of judging for themſelvess 


L ing 
1; in theſe Points, and abound in their 
run Senſe, as they are willing that o- 


quarrel about. For | the nec eſſary Articles - 


flainly and clearly expreſs d in Scripture, | 


ind enlarge their Charity ; And 
would at the ſame Time conſult the 


Ho- 
nur of, Religion, and the Welfare of Sv. 85 
. eee oe (ad! 
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thers ſhould abound in Mert; there = 
would be little or nothing then left to 


of Faith, are but very few, and fo 


ſtians at once contract their Diſputes, 


Unity 


before the KI N G. 


. and our Charity extended . GA 
the whole uo of. God. We ſhall. 


then caſt off all Narrowneſs of n, 
which cramps. our Thoughts, and con- 

fines, our. Underſtandings to the particu 

lar Syſtems of this or that S and 

Party of Chriſtians; and we ſhall need 

no other Recommendation of any one 

to our fincere Love and cordial Affecti- 

ons, but his having the nage of God, 

and the Superſcription of the * Feſu = 


ſtamp d upon him. 


Thus, and thus only, can we hope OY 
briſtiamty>xeſtor'd a- 
mong Us, hen Peace, and Love, and 
amonglt chemlelves, diftiogulth'd . 
Chriſtians from the Unbelieving Part 
f Mankind. And thus may We, in 
e Time, bring in the Accompliſh- = 
ment of” thole glorious Predichars, = 


to ſee Primitive C 


which perfect Trauulity is promis d to 
the Church of Chriſt; wee 


ſhall devell with the Lamb, and Leopard 
lie drm with the Kid, and _the Ch”. 
and the young Lim, and the Fatling to- 
gether, and a litile Child ſhall lead * = 
When Epbrait aim —— not envy Judah, . 
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